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July 24, 1998 

Mr. Merril E. Nunn 
City Attorney 
City of Amarillo 
Legal Department 
P.O. Box 1971 
Amarillo, Texas 79105-1971 

Dear Mr. Nunn: 
OR98-1739 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 117144. 

The City of Amarillo (the “city”) received an open records request for any open 
records requests the city has received regarding the water consumption and billing records 
of Watermill Express, Inc. You inform us that the city possesses no such records and that 
“Watermill Express has no water accounts in AmariIIo.” It is well established that the Open 
Records Act does not require a governmental body to obtain information not in its possession 
or to prepare new information in response to a requestor. Open Records Decision No. 445 
(1986). Because the city does not possess any responsive records, you need not comply with 
the request. 

The requestor also seeks, however, this same information on a continuing basis for 
any similar open records requests the city receives in the future. A govemmental body is not 
required to comply with a standing request for information to be collected or prepared in the 
future. See Attorney General Opinion JM-48 (1983) at 2. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
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determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please I) 

contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Kay Hastings 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

KHH/RWP/mjc 

Ref.: lD# 117144 

cc: Mr. Lance Kirby 
Jones, Galligan, Key & Lozano, L.L.P. 
P.O. Drawer 1247 
Weslaco, Texas 78599-1247 
(w/o enclosures) 
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